KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday 8th September 2011 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr M Coombs, Cllr D Jobbins, Cllr D Loten, Cllr R North, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr S Stephenson, Cllr D Stacey and Cllr J Woodhouse.
             Also in attendance 6 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C James, Cllr Y Maguire and Cllr J Wright. 
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS 

INTERESTS 

Cllr M Coombs

K H Community School

Personal (LEA governor)
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, updated members on arrangements developed by BBC for dealing with Travellers and Gypsies trespassing on vulnerable land.  He asked that any suspicious incidents should be reported to him (01277 200589).
Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member, reported that the new doctor’s surgery would be opening on 1st August 2012.

Brian Smith reported that adults were using the recreational field for radio controlled cars.  Some of these cars were fast and could pose a danger to children playing on the field.  Discussion took place as to whether this was anti-social behaviour or misuse of the recreational field.  It was agreed that this was something that the Village Hall Trustees should discuss.

Alex Coxtall commented on speeding in Ongar Road and School Road and enquired what could be done about it.  Mr Coxtall was advised about speedchecks and other measures that had taken place over recent years and was given contact details for the Community Speedwatch who regularly carry out checks around the village.

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.33pm
5.
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14th JULY 2011 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2011 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

6.
CLERKS REPORT

The clerk reported that: 


i) The external audit had been completed and the relevant notice and copy of the Annual 
Statement has been displayed for the prescribed period of time.  The Audit Commission 
were satisfied with our Annual Statement and the explanations which accompanied it.  
No comments or recommendations were made by them.


ii) Judge’s feedback from this year’s Best Kept Village Competition had been requested.  
Sara Ward who deals with the BKVC has been on holiday but Nick Shuttleworth has 
provided a summary.  Members were advised of the main points in the summary and the 
clerk will circulate the full feedback once this is received.

iii)  An enquiry had been made about the use of the Dog Waste Bin in Eagle Lane and the 
response was that it is a low use bin but it is ¼ full when emptied each week. No further 
action was proposed.

iv)  Letters have been sent to Nisa Stores and the Post Office Stores to ask them to carry 
out a daily “litter patrol” to tidy up the areas around their shops.  Nothing has been heard 
from either of them.


v)  A letter has been sent to the Charles Wells Pub Co. regarding the Dog & Partridge.  
Following this letter action was quickly taken to tackle the garden which had become 
overgrown.  In response to the letter the clerk had been informed that documents were 
sent out to a prospective purchaser in July and they were still waiting to hear back from 
his party.  They have agreed to keep us informed of developments.


vi)  Petition forms have been prepared and distributed to the shops and pubs in the village 
regarding the proposed closure of the Mill Lane Civic Amenity Site, High Ongar.  A 
letter has also been sent to Cllr Kevin Bentley at ECC to voice our concerns.


Other items arising are mentioned at other parts of the agenda. 

7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.  – 

The clerk reported that no items were outstanding.

8.
ENVIRONMENT

a)  Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 1st September 2011.   Cllr R 
North summarised the main points arising.

b)  Youth Recreational Facilities.  There was no further update on Mr Parrish’s plans.  Plans for a “Kick Wall” were covered in the summary of the Environmental Committee meeting. The clerk was asked to investigate if funding might be available from other sources to assist with the cost of the Kick Wall.


c) Swan Pond restoration. The clerk reported that he had sown the wildflower seeds at the 
back of the pond.  He had also had a meeting with Marcus Hawkins of J & S Garden 
Services regarding the trimming back of the shrubs and vegetation surrounding the pond.  
He has given a quotation of £110.00 to carry out this work and remove all green waste 
from the site. (Note: This does not include getting into the pond or cutting back anything 
on the island.)  There had been discussion at the Environmental Committee meeting of 
putting together a working group to carry out this work ourselves to save money.  At that 
time however we did not have this quote.  It was proposed by Cllr R North that we ask J 
& S Garden Services to undertake the work.  This was seconded by Cllr S Saunders with 
members unanimously in favour.
d)  War Memorial.  It was reported that work on re-paving the area around the War Memorial will commence on 9th September 2011.

e) Memorial Garden in the Churchyard.  This item had been raised at the previous PC meeting by Cllr J Wright and Cllr R North had undertaken to speak to Revd Mark James about the funding to maintain this.  Cllr R North reported that he had spoken to Revd Mark James and that the item was scheduled to be discussed at the next PCC meeting.
f) Parking in School Road.  The clerk reported that he had written to ECC, Highways Office requesting that the yellow lines be extended to the junction with Ongar Road.
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting 14/7/11

£28,920.79


(plus income since last meeting



+           £  1,267.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-         
£  2,023.13)


(less cheques issued in between meetings

-
£  8,181.11)





 
 (Estimated balance at 8/9/11   = £19,983.55)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,307.89

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Innmore Gardens (BACS)
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	K A West
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	A J Turner
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	P W Dupen
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Bentley Golf Club
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	Cloverfields (BACS)
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Natural Health Works
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	K M Honeyman
	Sponsorship of 1 Seat @ War Memorial
	192.00

	Long House Plants
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	The Eagle PH
	Village News Advert
	125.00

	Abacus Tree Services
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	John Woodhouse
	Village News Advert
	50.00

	
	Total
	1267.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	Just Benches Ltd
	2 Seats for War Memorial
	460.01

	AM Sewell & Co Ltd
	Internal Audit fee
	360.00

	Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall
	Rent of Recreation Field
	5736.39

	Audit Commission
	External Audit fee
	480.00

	D Munro
	August salary
	818.25

	HMRC
	August Tax & NI
	326.46

	
	Total
	8181.11

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Village News Printing (3mths)
	1550.00

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance
	360.00

	Evergreen Assessments Ltd
	Litter Picking 
	333.00

	D Munro
	September salary
	818.25

	HMRC
	September Tax & NI
	326.46

	J E Dobre
	Village News editor & correspondent
	130.00

	
	Total
	3517.71



b)  To consider and approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.

Payment of invoices and cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr J Woodhouse and approved unanimously by members.  Signatories were instructed by the Chair to sign the cheques.


c)  Parish Council Funding arrangements from 2012/13. Cllr R North updated members on meetings and discussions that had taken place regarding the proposed new arrangements. The proposed new Partnership Agreement was also discussed and criticised.  Cllr S Saunders made the point that without knowing what BBC’s basic level of services was it was difficult to begin to formulate Parish Council proposals.

d)  Introduction of a Merit Award scheme.  Further discussion took place regarding the introduction of a Merit Award. Cllr S Saunders proposed that a scheme should be introduced.  This was seconded by Cllr D Stacey with members voting 5 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.  Cllr S Saunders further proposed that the award should take the form of a certificate which would be framed.  This was seconded by Cllr D Stacey with members voting 6 in favour and 2 abstentions.  It was agreed that the award should be annual, around about new year and that nominations should be considered from both the PC and members of the public.  How the winner would be decided will need to considered further, but it was thought that deliberations would not be in public session.

e)  Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch.  Cllr R North advised that a short meeting had been held by the Community Relations Working Party to confirm what arrangements were in place and what needed to be done.  Enquiries were already underway regarding the entertainment that would be provided.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No report. 
b) Community Primary School –  No meeting.  
c) BBPCA –  A meeting had taken place on 5th September 2011 at which the main topic of discussion was Parish Council Funding.
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No report.
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  No report.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Coombs reported that work had been carried out to clear the footpath through 
Poles Wood and on FP4.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   Nothing to report.    

 b)
Website – Nothing to report. 
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Cllr S Stephenson reported that some clubs were still using the Fire Exit at the Village Hall as the main entrance.  It was agreed to carry this forward to the agenda at the next meeting.
Cllr R North reported that Pat Withams, ex-parish councillor and local teacher had passed away.  He advised the funeral arrangements and it was agreed that the PC should provide a wreath or flowers or a donation from the Chairman’s Allowance.

Cllr D Jobbins enquired about the ownership of the apple trees in Eagle Field.  The PC pay a peppercorn rent for the field and are responsible for its maintenance. It was suggested that the trees were in need of pruning.

Cllr D Stacey enquired whether a volunteer litter group might be set up.  Litter picking days have been organised in the past with little participation or interest shown from anyone outside the parish council.  It was suggested that a mention of this in the Parish Pump article might be able to gauge support for such an initiative. 

14.
PLANNING


Cllr R North updated the meeting on Planning Applications received and dealt with 
since last PC meeting:
	12/08/11
	11/00626/FUL
	46 Blackmore Road, KH, CM15 0AT
	Side, Front and rear extensions
	No objections in principle. Has the council officer considered the reduction in parking places from 1 garage and 2 hardstandings to 2 hardstandings whilst bedrooms increase from 3 to 4.

	09/08/11
	11/00696/FUL
	13 Matching Field, KH, CM15 0XB
	Proposed first floor rear extension
	No Objections

	17/08/11
	11/00680/FUL
	Copperfields, Ongar Road, KH, CM15 0AA
	Proposed Garage
	No Objections

	17/08/11
	11/00697/FUL
	15 Matching Field, KH, CM15 0XB
	Rear First Floor Extension over existing single storey and Single Storey Rear Extension
	No Objections



Cllr R North also informed the meeting that he had attended a Planning Committee 
meeting at BBC on 6th September 2011 when the referral of the planning application for 
development of the White House site in Ongar Road had been considered.  The outcome 
had been successful subject to planning conditions being agreed.  
      17.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.50 pm to allow for the above item.


There were no further questions or comments from members of the public. 

The public session ended at 9.50pm
      18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 13th October 2011 at 8.00pm 
in the Committee Room at the Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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